THE  PRESENT  DEVELOPMENT

down by our school inspection, medical officers of
health, and public hospitals, even if all these de-
partments are at present woefully inefficient. The
Insurance Act recently adopted in Great Britain
is not altogether communal; but the principle of
a vState subsidy to insure against sickness and un-
employment has been thereby admitted, although
the immediate result to the workers is probably no
present advantage, and they would have been well
advised in this case to wait a little longer for a
completely communal system of general insurance.
It is probable that this communal system may
extend until it covers all the elementary necessities
of life. It is probable that a full minimum of food,
clothing, housing, and travel may, within a compara-
tively short time, become the right of every member
of the Great State. But it does not necessarily fol-
low that Communism will carry us beyond this
minimum. It is not an ideal which covers the
whole case of the distribution of wealth. It must
never be forgotten that the end of social organisa-
tion is to give the greatevst amount of freedom to
the individual. We will not make out a case for
the Great State unless we show that it will make
the individual freer than he is under the Capitalist
system. It will be an advantage to give the citizen
as much as possible of his wages in the form of money
which he can exchange as he pleases, rather than
payments in kind, which he must take, to a certain
extent, as it is offered by the State. At least, he
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